
 Dear Praying Friends, 

W here are we going?  Over the past few months, we've asked ourselvesðand the Lordðthis 

question several times.  Soon we will come to the two year anniversary of our arrival in Thai-

land (December 9) plus the completion of our full-time language study.  As these dates grow closer, 

we are eagerly waiting on the Lord's direction as to the next step in our ministry.  Should we remain in Chiang Mai 

through the end of our first term?  If so, what will our post language study ministry look like? Would it be better to move 

to a less reached area of the country right after we finish language school?  How do we decide where to go? These ques-

tions (and others) have constantly been on our hearts, but we are confident the Lord already knows the answers.  In the 

meantime, we are encouraged by what Paul wrote in his letter to the Thessalonian believers: "May the Lord direct your 

hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ" (2 Thessalonians 3:5).  As we serve God here in Chiang 

Mai and wherever He leads us in the future, our ongoing desire is to be directed into, dwell in, and demonstrate these 

attributes of the LordðHis love and steadfastness.  We trust you will be encouraged as we share how God is guiding 

our hearts into these traits. 
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Pressing On In Language Study ~ Racing Toward the Finish Line 

     Since shortly after our arrival in Thailand, our main focus has been studying the Thai 

language.  In the process, we've realized that learning Thai is not a sprint, but a marathon. 

Over the past 19 months we've run this race and, although at times we've trudged through 

some difficult terrain (such as learning an alphabet of nearly 100 letters!), we've also 

trekked along some breathtaking paths (for example, being able to share about Christ in 

Thai!).  Along the way, regardless of whether we slowed to a walk, stopped to take a 

breather, or ran with gusto, God has been so faithful to keep us on track and give us 

steady progress.  At the end of this year, we will complete our allotted time for full-time 

language study and move more fully into other forms of ministry. With the finish line so 

close, our desire is to be steadfast and finish strong. Please pray that we will accomplish this. 

Abigail, Matthias, an alligator, & Chloe 

wai  together, the Thai style of greeting 

Sharing God's Love ~ Making the Most of Opportunities  
 

     In addition to our focus on language study, we are also taking opportunities 

that God is sending our way.  In April, Joyce Anderson encouraged us during her 

visit to Chiang Mai.  Her sage advice, godly counsel, and passionate love for the 

lost spoke to our hearts and spurred us onward.  We are very thankful for her and 

her newly created position as Coordinator of Missionary Care for TCM. 
 

     Just following Joyce's visit, Nathan traveled to the Philippines for 16 days to 

speak at two national conferences.  During his time there he was able to share 

God's Word with young people, pastors, and Christian workers.  Other highlights 

of his trip included time spent with Jessica's grandmother and former TCM missionary, Eunice Heath, and a meeting of 

18 TCM ministry leaders to plan and pray for the first ever TCM SE Asia Conference to be held in 2012.  Moreover, 

God used this trip to refocus us on the direction of our ministry here in Thailand. 
 

     In June, Nathan responded to an invitation to teach English to Thai university 

students at The Centre, a local ministry that provides classes at very reasonable 

prices, fosters a fun atmosphere, and shares the love of Christ.  Midway through 

his four weeks of teaching, he joined several other teachers, leaders, and 18 stu-

dents for a weekend English Camp.  Overall, the month served as a great oppor-

tunity to experience firsthand how an English ministry functions in Thailand.  

Additionally, Nathan was able to form an ongoing friendship with two of his Students and teachers at The Centreõs English Camp 

Eunice Heath, Ben and Joyce Anderson, Nathan, 

and Genesis Maraat at the 52nd TCM Philippines 
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students, K and If (she pronounces her name with a long "e" sound).  Please join us in praying 

that God will open up the hearts of these friends to hear of Christôs love for them. 
      

     On July 31st our family and our co-missionaries the Maraats drove to the Pakpinkjai Home in 

Phayao province, a 3 hour trip of about 115 miles from our home in Chiang Mai. This was our 

second visit to this center that houses, feeds, and gives spiritual instruction to 75 children. Most 

of these children come from broken or very needy homes while a few 

are orphans. Over the weekend our family played and talked with the 

children. Also, Nathan was given the opportunity to speak to the 

young people on three occasions and he focused on the eternal direc-

tion of our lives while emphasizing God's love through the Gospel. 
Chloe helps K & If prepare a 

Thai noodle dish for supper 

Seeking Godõs Direction ~ Praying About Possibilities 

     Monday morning, after our time at the children's home, we drove into Phayao city with 

the purpose of exploring the area. We learned that Phayao is overall less reached than 

Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai, its neighboring provinces to the north and south. Also, we discov-

ered that some of the churches already established in Phayao province lack solid biblical teaching 

and genuine faith in Christ. At this point, we are praying about re-

turning to Phayao to conduct a more in depth survey trip and the pos-

sibility of serving there in the future.  Please pray that we will clearly 

sense Godôs leading in this area throughout the coming months. 
 

     Our overnight stay in Phayao city also allowed us some much 

needed family time.  After a busy summer schedule of language 

classes and teaching English it was good to reconnect and relax to-

gether. Now, as the children look forward to another school year and 

we move forward, we thank you. Your faithful partnership with us is 

invaluable and such a blessing!  

Our prayer for you is that ñthe Lord 

direct your hearts into the love of 

God and into the steadfastness of 

Christ" (2 Thessalonians 3:5). 
 

     In His Grace,  

     Nathan, Jessica, Matthias, Abigail & Chloe 

Abigail & Waan became quick friends 

PRAISE GOD!   

Just yesterday (August 9) we received the necessary paperwork  

for our permanent visa! Later this month weôll travel by bus to the Thai 

Embassy in Laos and then, shortly after that trip, to the immigration 

office in Bangkok to continue the process. It was over a year ago in 

June 2009 when we first applied for this visa and our current visa will 

expire in early September. So, we are praising God for His faithful and 

timely provision. This is further confirmation of His calling on our 

lives to serve Him in Thailand! ! Thessalonians 5:24 

Jessica & Cream talk together  

at the Pakpingjai Home 

Riding a dinosaur at a scenic 

overlook in Phayao 
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